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St. Hilary of Poitiers

Bishop, born in that city at the beginning of the fourth century; died there 1 November, according to the most accredited opinion, or
according to the Roman Breviary, on 13 January, 368. Belonging to a noble and very probably pagan family, he was instructed in all the
branches of profane learning, but, having also taken up the study of Holy Scripture and finding there the truth which he sought so
ardently, he renounced idolatry and was baptized. Thenceforth his wide learning and his zeal for the Faith attracted such attention that he
was chosen about 350 to govern the body of the faithful which the city had possessed since the third century. We know nothing of the
bishops who governed this society in the beginning. Hilary is the first concerning whom we have authentic information, and this is due
to the important part he played in opposing heresy. The Church was then greatly disturbed by internal discords, the authority of the
popes not being so powerful in practice as either to prevent or to stop them. Arianism had made frightful ravages in various regions and
threatened to invade Gaul, where it already had numerous partisans more or less secretly affiliated with it. Saturninus, Bishop of Arles,
the most active of the latter, being exposed by Hilary, convened and presided over a council at Béziers in 356 with the intention of
justifying himself, or rather of establishing his false doctrine. Here the Bishop of Poitiers courageously presented himself to defend
orthodoxy, but the council, composed for the most part of Arians, refused to hear him, and being shortly afterwards denounced to the
Emperor Constantius, the protector of Arianism, he was at his command transported to the distant coasts of Phrygia.

But persecution could not subdue the valiant champion. Instead of remaining inactive during his exile he gave himself up to study,
completed certain of his works which he had begun, and wrote his treatise on the synods. In this work he analysed the professions of
faith uttered by the Oriental bishops in the Councils of Ancyra, Antioch, and Sirmium, and while condemning them, since they were in
substance Arian, he sought to show that sometimes the difference between the doctrines of certain heretics and orthodox beliefs was
rather in the words than in the ideas, which led to his counselling the bishops of the West to be reserved in their condemnation. He was
sharply reproached for his indulgence by certain ardent Catholics, the leader of whom was Lucifer, Bishop of Cagliari. However, in 359,
the city of Seleucia witnessed the assembly in synod of a large number of Oriental bishops, nearly all of whom were either Anomoeans
or Semi-Arians. Hilary, whom everyone wished to see and hear, so great was his reputation for learning and virtue, was invited to be
present at this assembly. The governor of the province even furnished him with post horses for the journey. In presence of the Greek
fathers he set forth the doctrines of the Gallic bishops, and easily proved that, contrary to the opinion current in the East, these latter
were not Sabellians. Then he took part in the violent discussions which took place between the Semi-Arians, who inclined toward
reconciliation with the Catholics, and the Anomoeans, who formed as it were the extreme left of Arianism.

After the council, which had no result beyond the wider separation of these brothers in enmity, he left for Constantinople, the stronghold
of heresy, to continue his battle against error. But while the Semi-Arians, who were less numerous and less powerful, besought him to
become the intermediary in a reconciliation between themselves and the bishops of the West, the Anomoeans, who had the immense
advantage of being upheld by the emperor, besought the latter to send back to his own country this Gallic bishop, who, they said, sowed
discord and troubled the Orient. Constantius acceded to their desire, and the exile was thus enabled to set out on his journey home. In
361 Hilary re-entered Poitiers in triumph and resumed possession of his see. He was welcomed with the liveliest joy by his flock and his
brothers in the episcopate, and was visited by Martin, his former disciple and subsequently Bishop of Tours. The success he had
achieved in his combat against error was rendered more brilliant shortly afterwards by the deposition of Saturninus, the Arian Bishop of
Arles by whom he had been persecuted. However, as in Italy the memory still rankled of the efforts he had made to bring about a
reconciliation between the nearly converted Semi-Arians and the Catholics, he went in 364 to the Bishop of Vercelli to endeavour to
overcome the intolerance of the partisans of the Bishop Lucifer mentioned above. Almost immediately afterwards, that it might be seen
that, if he was full of indulgence for those whom gentleness might finally win from error, he was intractable towards those who were
obstinate in their adherence to it, he went to Milan, there to assail openly Auxentius, the bishop of that city, who was a firm defender of
the Arian doctrines. But the Emperor Valentinian, who protected the heretic, ordered Hilary to depart immediately from Milan.

He then returned to his city of Poitiers, from which he was not again to absent himself and where he was to die. This learned and
energetic bishop had fought against error with the pen as well as in words. The best edition of his numerous and remarkable writings is
that published by Dom Constant under the title: "Sancti Hilarii, Pictavorum episcopi opera, ad manuscriptos codices gallicanos,
romanos, belgicos, necnon ad veteres editiones castigata" (Paris, 1693). The Latin Church celebrates his feast on 14 January, and Pius IX
raised him to the rank of Doctor of the Universal Church. The Church of Puy glories in the supposed possession of his relics, but
according to one tradition his body was borne to the church of St-Denys near Paris, while according to another it was taken from the
church of St-Hilaire at Poitiers and burned by the Protestants in 1572.

This Week
1 Saturday, January 10: Confession 4:30PM; Vigil Mass 5:30PM; Int. For all our Parishioners

T Sunday, January 11: Mass 9:00AM; The Baptism of the Lord; +Charley Taylor Smart, Jr. Req. by
Sally & Lynn Hildebrand

T Monday, January 12: Noon Communion Service

T Tuesday, January 13: No Service

T Wednesday, January 14: No Service

T Thursday, January 15: No Service

T Friday, January 16: Noon Communion Service

T Saturday, January 17: Confession 4:30PM; Vigil Mass 5:30PM; Int. For all our Parishioners

T Sunday, January 18: Mass 9:00AM; Second Sunday in Ordinary Time; Int.of Renee Goll. Req. by
Sally& Lynn Hildebrand

Saturday, January 17, 2026
Reader: Jenny Butler
Eucharistic Ministers: Teresa Ashley & Ina Morrell

Sunday, January 18, 2026
Readers: Allen White & Rob Rogers
Eucharistic Ministers: Sally Hildebrand & Angela Maurer

Hospitality January 18, 2026
Beth Swisher

Offertory for January 4, 2026
Collection: $3520 Attendance: 120

To report an incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact WV Child
Protective Services at 800.352.6513. To report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please
tact one of the bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr.
Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504
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Prayer List : Bobbie Chubb, Jim Hormsdorpher, Michael Kiser, Keaton Patterson, Ed Taylor, Norma Maurer, Brady
Rake, Gordon Maurer, Tanya Ball, Mike Dunlap, Malori Bailes, Katie Romeo, Josie Morris, Shirley Livingston, Debbie
Gump, R.R., Gale Tribbett, Barb White, Brittany Cottrell, Debbie Mullins, Beverlee Wilson, Billy Cox, Brian Cox,
Melissa Holsinger, Allie Romeo, Ruth Sergeant, Pam Casto, Debbie Romeo, Rochie &Kathryn Pendley, Millie Jaggard,
Jim Jaggard, Roberta Striga, Carol Woody, Ralph Parsons, Terry Parsons, Toni Burks, Lois Shreve, Holly McCoy,
Benny Hunt, Vanessa Sawyer, Breanna Sawyer, Kevin Donahue, Robert Patterson, Dr. Alberto A. Fernandez, David
Harris, Vincent Vespucci, Jason Price, Stanley Garten, Bill Stephens, Rick Petry, Baylen Evans, Malinda McNabb, Larry
Vansickle, Richard Buckley, Allie Kramer, Vince Jiovannazzo, Gina Daviau, Michael Hughes, Devin Colahan, Bryan
Thompson, Jeananne Tribbet, Luke Liggett, Betty Collins, Stephanie Milikaia, George Malone, Steve Sommerville, Ray
Vannest, Axel, Devin Colahan, Lois Raferty, Jacob Morton, TC Johnson, Dax Austin, Gary Gwisdalla, Inkey Arose.
George Puskas, Jackson Parker, Amanda Taylor, Sierra Butler, Susan Johnson, Angela Kelly, Steve Hunt, Mika Martin,
Martha Moran, Charles and Gail Parks, Melanie Johnson, Marife Daily, Kitty Deschapelles, Fanie Vannest, Steve &Vida
Perrine, Julian Perrine, Cindy Crocket, Barbara Rutan, and all the sick of our parish, and all the Poor Souls in
Purgatory.

January Birthdays: Mike Keller 1/3; Leslie Roberts 1/3; Teresa Ashley 1/4; Jace Bridges 1/4; Adam Corcovilos
1/5; Butch Varney 1/5; Joy Parks 1/5; Fanie Vannes 1/6; Joe Marra 1/6; Dave Cady 1/15; Danny Mitchell 1/26;
Giovana Tignor 1/26; Jennifer Tignor 1/30;

January Anniversaries: Rochi & Kathryn Pendley 1/17

Intention for Month of January: We pray that praying with the Word of God will be nourishment for our lives
and a source of hope in our communities, helping us to build a more fraternal and missionary Church.

Pope Leo XIV@Pontifax: Let us pray together that praying with the Word of God be nourishment for our lives
and a source of hope in our communities, helping us to build a more fraternal and missionary Church

Announcements

e Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers and Hospitality schedules are on the board in the vestibule.

e Volunteers are needed to fix the water damage to the wall of the ladies rest room in the
Parish Hall. See Mark Kidder for more information

e Michael Sayre is planning to attend the 2026 Boy Scout National Jamboree in July. The event only
occurs once every three years at the Summot Bechtel Reserve near Beckley, WV. The two week
camping experience is attended by Scouts from all over the country. The cost is $1950. Michael
wants to raise part of the money himself to pay for his trip. He wants to do odd jobs around the
county. Raking leaves, shovel snow, mow grass, carry heavy loads, wash dogs and any other odd
jobs you may need done. Call him at 304-440-0100 or Catherine Sayre at 304-512-9151.

e Have you experienced the loss of a loved one? Please join Father Roy and Deacon John for a five
week bereavment experience called “Grieving with Great Hope”. Join with others who have
suffered loss as we learn together in the love of Christ how to grieve with great hope. Sign up sheet
and more information in the vestibule.

e Please pray for Fr. Roy for a restful visit with his family and a safe trip back to St. Matthew
Parish.

e The Knights and Ladies Guild will pray the Rosary every Wednesday at 6:00PM. All are welcome
to come and join in prayer.

e Ladies Guild will meet today after Mass

e The Knights will meet on Monday, January 12 with the Rosary at 6:30PM followed by their
meeting.

e The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston’s Evangelization Plan is now available. Check your email or
visit the parish website for detailed information. The Plan focuses on: Formation, Infrastructure,
and Parish Renewal. Please continue to pray for our parish, the diocese, and the success of this
plan as we commit to Christ’s Great Commission to go make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Check your email or visit
https://dwc.org/06-03-25-diocese-of-wheeling-charleston-releases-a-new-evangelization-plan/ for
more information regarding the Evangelization Plan.

 Please welcome Rev. William Kuchinsky who will celebrate Saturday and Sunday Masses from
January 11, 2026 to February 3, 2026.
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