The Baptism of the Lord
St. Matthew Catholic Church
600 Crooks Ave. Ravenswood, WV 26164
304-273-2175

Weekend Mass Schedule
Saturday, 5:30PM STM
Sunday, 9:00AM STM
Sunday: 11:15AM SH

Daily Mass Schedule
Tuesday -Friday 9:00AM STM

Eucharistic Adoration
Thursday Morning 8:30AM STM
First Friday of the Month 6:00PM STM

Confession Schedule
Saturday, 4:30-5:15 PM
All other days, 15 minutes prior to Mass or by
appointment.

Administrator:
Fr. Rayappa (Roy) Kurakula
304-905-2367

Secretary:
Cathy Engle (304-532-2451)

Asst. Secretary:
Sally Hildebrand (304-514-9002)

Email: stmatthewravens@gmail.com

Web Page: https://stmatthewswv.org/

Office Hours — Tuesday and Thursday 10:00AM. to
2:00PM. (304-273-2175)

Contact Numbers
Deacon John Butler
304-531-2196

jbutler@dwc.org

Director of Religious Ed:
Tammy Spangler 304-532-9311

Accompanist:
Barbara White

Prayer Ministry:
Cathy Engle (304)532-2451

Knights of Columbus
Frank Nester Grand Knight 304-273-2022

In case of a Sacramental Emergency please call Fr. Roy: 304-905-2367 Deacon John
Butler: 304-531-2196; Cathy 304-532-2451 or Sally 304-514-9002

Schedule for the Parish Hall

EVERY THURSDAY 6:30pm Initiation Ministry (OCIA)
Sunday, Jan 11: Ladies Guild after Church

Monday, Jan 12: Knights meet 6:30PM

Today the Church celebrates the Feast of the Baptism of Our
Lord. This feast brings to an end the season of Christmas. Ordinary
Time lasts from the day after this feast to the Tuesday before Lent.

The Church recalls Our Lord's second manifestation or
epiphany which occurred on the occasion of His baptism in the Jordan.
Jesus descended into the River to sanctify its waters and to give them
the power to beget sons of God. The event takes on the importance of a
second creation in which the entire Trinity intervenes.

In the Eastern Church this feast is called Theophany because
at the baptism of Christ in the River Jordan God appeared in three
persons. The baptism of John was a sort of sacramental preparatory
for the Baptism of Christ. It moved men to sentiments of repentance
and induced them to confess their sins. Christ did not need the baptism
of John. Although He appeared in the "substance of our flesh" and was
recognized "outwardly like unto ourselves', He was absolutely sinless
and impeccable. He conferred upon the water the power of the true
Baptism which would remove all the sins of the world: "Behold the
Lamb of God, behold Him Who takes away the sin of the world."

Many of the incidents which accompanied Christ's baptism are
symbolical of what happened at our Baptism. At Christ's baptism the
Holy Spirit descended upon Him; at our Baptism the Trinity took its
abode in our soul. At His baptism Christ was proclaimed the "Beloved
Son" of the Father; at our Baptism we become the adopted sons of God.
At Christ's baptism the heavens were opened; at our Baptism heaven
was opened to us. At His baptism Jesus prayed; after our Baptism we
must pray to avoid actual sin.

—Excerpted from Msgr. Rudolph G. Bandas

January 11, 2026
Sacred Heart Catholic Mission
2222 Jackson Ave. Point Pleasant, WV 25550

Sunday, January 11: The Baptism of the Lord; Mass 11:1SAM; Int. For the
baptized in Christ who suffer persecution for their beliefs.

Sunday January 18: Second Sunday in Ordinary Time ; Mass: 11:15AM;
+Charlie Towner, Req by: Charles & Caitlin Towner

January 4, 2026: Attendance: 34 Collection: $566

ANNOUNCEMENTS

e Our answering machine is on the fritz. While Father is away and until we get a new phone, please
call either Deacon John, Cathy or Sally in case of a sacramental emergency. The numbers are in
the bulletin.

e Ifyou are interested in a participating in a Berevement Group please let Jenny Butler know (304-
531-2123). We will be beginning one soon.

e A program for Catholics suffering from addictions has been started in the Parkersburg area.
Catholics in Recovery for the Mid-Ohio Valley holds weekly, general recovery meetings on
Monday’s at 7pm in the St. Margaret Mary Catholic Church parish hall. For more information,
please contact John B. at: CatholicInRecoveryMOV12@gmail.com or call (681) 229-7220.

e Please welcome Rev. William Kuchinsky who will celebrate Sunday Masses from January 11,
2026 to February 3, 2026.

e Please pray for Fr. Roy for a restful visit with his family and a safe trip back to St. Matthew
Parish.

e January Birthdays: Ray Matura 1/8; Judy Browning 1/26

Please Pray for: Viki Workman, Lisa Green, The Family of Danny Richardson, Roy Enrico, Greg
Milhoan; Bill Soulsby, Chase Smith, Shirley Livingston, Carl Mann, Jaycey Pittman, Greg Roush,
Stephanie Sexton, Perry Estep, Ryan Park, Sharon Gardner, Ruth Angle, Beth Brannon, Doma Hern,
Jean Henderson, Robert Bosworth, Stephanie McCausland, Matilda Dillard, Lawana Smith, Shawn
Ross, Ray Matura.
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