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 St. John Neumann is the patron saint of educators, immigrants, and, due to the miracles that secured his 

canonization, sick children. This  is a fitting patronage as he was a lover of education and learning from a  very 

young age. In fact, when he was a child, his mother called him “my  little bibliomaniac” due to his 

preoccupation with reading. Born in  1811 Bohemia, in what is now the Czech Republic, he attended the  

university in Prague preparing for ordination. However, his local  bishops were not ordaining new priests at 

the time because Bohemia was  overstocked with priests. He inquired about ordination all over Europe  but 

received the same answer everywhere. Not one to be deterred, John  then applied to several United States 

dioceses. Receiving no immediate  responses, the saint took a leap of faith and decided to just immigrate  to the 

United States in 1836, during his 25th year, with only $40 in his  pocket. This risk paid off when he was 

ordained in New York a month  later.   

 

Early in his priesthood he worked primarily as a  missionary to German immigrants in Buffalo. His missionary 

work also  created an opportunity for him to spend time in Maryland, Virginia,  Michigan, and Ohio. When he 

was 29, he joined the Congregation of the  Most Holy Redeemer (Redemptorists), a congregation of priests and  

brothers dedicated to helping the poor and most abandoned. He was their  first member to profess vows in the 

United States.  

 

In  1852, at the age of 41, Neumann became the fourth Bishop of  Philadelphia. During this time, he organized 

the individual parochial  schools in his region into a diocesan system. This change allowed  Catholic schools to 

quickly increase the number of pupils enrolled by  almost twentyfold. Over the course of his ministry, St. John 

expanded  the number of Catholic schools in his diocese from 2 to 100! His passion  for education extended to 

immigrants, like himself, and his love for  learning languages made it possible for him to hear confessions in  

English, Spanish, French, Italian, Dutch, and Gaelic!   

 

A  man of the people, he could often be found outside the church walls  visiting people who were sick, staying in 

taverns and public houses to  teach, and celebrating Mass in people’s homes at their kitchen tables.  He was 

canonized on June 19, 1977, following three miracles, two of  which regarded the healing of youth from grave 

illnesses. St. John  Neumann was the first American man to be canonized a saint. 
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                                   This Week 

 
†  Saturday, January 3: Confession 4:30PM; Vigil Mass 5:30PM; Int. For all our Parishioners 

 

† Sunday, January 4: Mass 9:00AM; The Epiphany of the Lord; Int. For safe travels for Father Roy. 

 

† Monday, January 5:  Noon Communion Service 

 

† Tuesday, January 6:   Noon Communion Service 

 

† Wednesday, January 7:   Noon Communion Service 

 

† Thursday, January 8:   Noon Communion Service 

 

† Friday, January 9:    Noon Communion Service 

 

† First Friday January 9: 6:00PM; Benediction and Adoration 

 

† Saturday, January 10:  Confession 4:30PM; Vigil Mass 5:30PM; Int. For all our Parishioners 

 

† Sunday, January 11:  Mass 9:00AM; The Baptism of the Lord; +Charley Taylor Smart, Jr. Req. by 

Sally & Lynn Hildebrand 

 

 

Saturday, January 10, 2026 

Reader: Gwen Powell 

                                                              Eucharistic Ministers: Chester McClellan & Mark Kidder 

 

Sunday, January 11, 2026 

Readers: Beth Baldwin, Sally Hildebrand 

                Eucharistic Ministers: Elaine Corcovillos & Michelle Heatherington 

 

 Hospitality January 11, 2026  

Sally Hildebrand 

 

              Offertory for December 24/25, 2025 

                                 Collection: $2010   Retirement Fund for Religious $100  Catholic Charities  $352   Special  $964 

                                                                                     Attendance: 175 

 

                                                                     Offertory for December 28, 2026 

                                  Collection : $ 2672   Retirement Fund for Religious $ 100.      Attendance: 124 

 

 
 To report an incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact WV Child 

Protective Services at 800.352.6513. To report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please 

tact one of the bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. 

Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504      
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Prayer List :  Bobbie Chubb, Jim Hormsdorpher, Michael Kiser, Keaton Patterson,  Ed Taylor, Norma Maurer, Brady 

Rake, Gordon Maurer, Tanya Ball, Mike Dunlap, Greg Morgan, Malori Bailes, Addy Vannest, Katie Romeo, Josie 

Morris, Shirley Livingston, Debbie Gump, R.R., Gale Tribbett, Barb White, Brittany Cottrell, Debbie Mullins, Beverlee 

Wilson, Billy Cox, Brian Cox, Melissa Holsinger, Allie Romeo, Ruth Sergeant, Pam Casto, Debbie Romeo, Rochie 

&Kathryn Pendley, Millie Jaggard, Jim Jaggard, Roberta Striga,  Carol Woody,  Ralph Parsons, Terry Parsons, Toni 

Burks, Lois Shreve, Holly McCoy, Benny Hunt, Vanessa Sawyer, Breanna Sawyer, Kevin Donahue, Robert Patterson, Dr. 

Alberto A. Fernandez, David Harris, Vincent Vespucci, Jason Price, Stanley Garten, Bill Stephens, Rick Petry, Baylen 

Evans,  Malinda McNabb, Larry Vansickle, Richard Buckley, Allie Kramer, Vince Jiovannazzo,  Gina Daviau,  Michael 

Hughes, Devin Colahan, Bryan Thompson,  Jeananne Tribbet,   Luke Liggett,  Betty Collins, Stephanie Milikaia, George 

Malone, Steve Sommerville, Ray Vannest, Axel,  Devin Colahan,  Lois Raferty, Jacob Morton, TC Johnson, Dax Austin, 

Gary Gwisdalla, Inkey Arose. George Puskas, Jackson Parker, Amanda Taylor, Sierra Butler, Susan Johnson, Angela 

Kelly, Steve Hunt, Mika Martin, Martha Moran, Charles and Gail Parks, Melanie Johnson, Marife Daily, Kitty 

Deschapelles, Fanie Vannest, Steve &Vida Perrine, Julian Perrine, Cindy Crocket, Barbara Rutan, and all the sick of our 

parish, and all the Poor Souls in Purgatory. 

 

January Birthdays: Mike Keller 1/3; Leslie Roberts 1/3; Teresa Ashley 1/4; Jace Bridges 1/4;  Adam Corcovilos 

1/5; Butch Varney 1/5; Joy Parks 1/5; Fanie Vannes 1/6; Joe Marra 1/6; Dave Cady 1/15; Danny Mitchell 1/26; 

Giovana Tignor 1/26; Jennifer Tignor 1/30;  

 

January Anniversaries:  Rochi & Kathryn Pendley 1/17 

 

 Intention for Month of January: We pray that praying with the Word of God will be nourishment for our lives 

and a source of hope in our communities, helping us to build a more fraternal and missionary Church.  

 

Pope Leo XIV@Pontifax:  At the dawn of the new year, the Liturgy reminds us that for each of us, every day can 

be the beginning of a new life, thanks to God’s generous love, his mercy and the response of our freedom. 

 

 

                               Announcements 

 
• Lectors , Eucharistic Ministers and Hospitality schedules  are on the board in the vestibule.  

 

• Volunteers are needed to fix the water damage to the wall of the ladies rest room in the Parish Hall.  See 

Mark Kidder for more information 

 

• Michael Sayre is planning to attend the 2026 Boy Scout National Jamboree in July. The event only occurs once every 

three years at the Summot Bechtel Reserve near Beckley, WV. The two week camping experience is attended by Scouts 

from all over the country. The cost is $1950. Michael wants to raise part of the money himself to pay for his trip. He 

wants to do odd jobs around the county. Raking leaves, shovel snow, mow grass, carry heavy loads, wash dogs and any 

other odd jobs you may need done. Call him at 304-440-0100 or Catherine Sayre at 304-512-9151. 

 

• Have you experienced the loss of a loved one? Please join Father Roy and Deacon John for a five week bereavment 

experience called “Grieving with Great Hope”. Join with others who have suffered loss as we learn together in the 

love of Christ how to grieve with great hope. Sign up sheet and more information in the vestibule.  

 

• The Knights and Ladies Guild will pray the Rosary every Wednesday at 6:00PM. All are welcome to come and join in 

prayer. 

 

 

• Ladies Guild will meet after Mass on Sunday , January 11, 2026. 

 

• The Knights will meet on Monday, January 12 with the Rosary at 6:30PM followed by their meeting. 

 

• The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston’s Evangelization Plan is now available. Check your email or visit the parish 

website for detailed information.  The Plan focuses on: Formation, Infrastructure, and Parish Renewal. Please 

continue to pray for our parish, the diocese, and the success of this plan as we commit to Christ’s Great Commission 

to go make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Check your email 

or visit https://dwc.org/06-03-25-diocese-of-wheeling-charleston-releases-a-new-evangelization-plan/ for more 

information regarding the Evangelization Plan. 

 

• As we celebrate the Epiphany of the Lord, families are invited to continue in the beautiful tradition of Chalking the 

Door with blessed chalk.  Blessed chalk will be distributed at Mass this Saturday and Sunday.  Blessed chalk for the 

Epiphany is a Catholic tradition where priests bless chalk on the feast of the Epiphany for families to use in blessing 

their homes, writing 20 + C + M + B + 26 above their front door, symbolizing the Magi (Caspar, Melchior, Balthazar) 

and the Latin phrase "Christus Mansionem Benedicat" ("May Christ bless this house"), inviting Jesus' presence and 

protection for the year.  Afterwards, say a prayer for the home, such as: "The three Wise Men, Caspar, Melchior, and 

Balthazar followed the star of God's Son who became human.  May Christ bless our home and remain with us 

throughout the new year. Amen.". Why It's Done: Commemorates the Magi: It recalls the journey of the Magi to visit 

Jesus, acknowledging Jesus as the light of the world.  It's an invitation for Jesus to be a daily guest in the home, 

blessing its activities, joys, and sorrows.  The blessed chalk is a sacramental, a holy sign that brings spiritual benefit 

and protection. 
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