Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
St. Matthew Catholic Church
600 Crooks Ave. Ravenswood, WV 26164
304-273-2175

Weekend Mass Schedule
Saturday, 5:30PM STM
Sunday, 9:00AM STM
Sunday: 11:15AM SH

Daily Mass Schedule
Tuesday -Friday 9:00AM STM

Eucharistic Adoration
Thursday Morning 8:30AM STM
First Friday of the Month 6:00PM STM

Confession Schedule
Saturday, 4:30-5:15 PM
All other days, 15 minutes prior to Mass or by
appointment.

Administrator:
Fr. Rayappa (Roy) Kurakula
304-905-2367

Secretary:
Cathy Engle (304-532-2451)

Asst. Secretary:
Sally Hildebrand (304-514-9002)

Email: stmatthewravens@gmail.com

Web Page: https://stmatthewswv.org/

Office Hours — Tuesday and Thursday 10:00AM. to
2:00PM. (304-273-2175)

Contact Numbers
Deacon John Butler
304-531-2196

jbutler@dwc.org

Director of Religious Ed:
Tammy Spangler 304-532-9311

Accompanist:
Barbara White

Prayer Ministry:
Cathy Engle (304)532-2451

Knights of Columbus
Frank Nester Grand Knight 304-273-2022

In case of a Sacramental Emergency please call Fr. Roy: 304-905-2367 Deacon John
Butler: 304-531-2196; Cathy 304-532-2451 or Sally 304-514-9002

Schedule for the Parish Hall

EVERY THURSDAY 6:30pm Initiation Ministry (OCIA)
Feb. 10, 6:30PM: Finance Council

Feb. 13, 8:00AM-3:00PM Jackson Co. BOE

Feb. 13, 6:00PM: Parish Council

Feb. 14 After 5:30 Mass, Valentine Dinner and Dance

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time, January 25, 2026

Timing is everything. Choosing the moment to do something says much
about the decision and what we hope will flow from it. Matthew tells us that
Jesus began his public ministry after hearing that the Baptist had been
arrested (Matthew 14:1-12). When John was arrested, the riskiness of his
style of preaching became palpably obvious. Jesus had asked John for
baptism and after he was baptized, he "was led by the Spirit" to the desert
— the setting from which John himself had come. What we call his
temptation could also be considered a time of discernment about the purpose
of his life. Then, when he realized that John's voice would no longer be
heard, he took up the mantle in his own style. Like John, Jesus preached
metanoia, yet he did it in a different way. His message? The reign of God is
at hand, get with it! Metanoia involved believing that message and putting its
truth into action. Seemingly right away, Jesus invited others to join him in
spreading the message. He might have already known the first ones he
invited — perhaps they had been disciples of John. Jesus' invitation to them
was more than a call to metanoia. He invited these few women and men
(more than are named) to consecrate their lives to making the reign of God
obvious in the midst of their turmoil-torn, vulnerable world. The miracle?
They did it! It's hard to imagine what was going through those young
people's heads. They were living good, ordinary lives, keeping their heads
down under a repressive regime, seeing all too clearly what happened to
those who stepped out of line. Then they encounter Jesus who lives as a vivid
incarnation of what the reign of God means. He preaches and heals all kinds
of brokenness. What's more, he tells those who would join with him that they
can do the same. Even though they constantly wavered, they were devoting
their lives, risking everything because they believed in his message and what
it meant for them and their world. While they may have occasionally
dreamed that they were coming into prestige and power, their day-by-day
experience of being with Jesus deflated that ambition time and again. They
were on the road with a humble servant — very gradually understanding
what he had invited them into. Ironically, the demons and Jesus' enemies
understood his message in ways the disciples originally failed to grasp.
Everything that Jesus was doing threatened the power behind lies and
domination. That's what made his mission so dangerous.

Excerpt from the National Catholic Reporter by Mary M. McGlone

January 25, 2026
Sacred Heart Catholic Mission
2222 Jackson Ave. Point Pleasant, WV 25550

Sunday January 25: Third Sunday in Ordinary Time; Mass 11:15AM; +Dr. Bill Park,
Req by: Charles & Caitlin Towner

Wednesday January 28: Adoration and Communion Service 6:30PM

Sunday, February 1: Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time; Mass 11:15AM; +Grandparents
of Ray Matura, Req. by Ray Matura.

January 18, 2026: Attendance: 36 Collection: $403

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Contribution envelopes are ready for pick-up in the back of the church.

There will be a 2026 Organizational Meeting on January 25 after Mass at Village Pizza. Join us to help plan
upcoming events, fund raisers and the rumage sale. All parishioners are welcome. If the snow comes the
meeting will be postponed until Feb. 1.

Mark your calendar for Saturday Feb. 14th. It’s the annual Ladies Guild Dinner and Dance after the
5:30PM Mass at the Parish Hall at St. Matthews to thank all our parishioners for what you have done for
our parish both financially and by volunteering. There will be games, prizes, a DJ and a soups provided by
the Ladies Guild. Come and enjoy a fun evening of food and fellowship.

If you are interested in a participating in a Berevement Group please let Jenny Butler know (304-531-2123).
We will be beginning one soon.

A program for Catholics suffering from addictions has been started in the Parkersburg area. Catholics in
Recovery for the Mid-Ohio Valley holds weekly, general recovery meetings on Monday’s at 7pm in the St.

Margaret Mary Catholic Church parish hall. For more information, please contact John B. at:
CatholicInRecoveryMOV12@gmail.com or call (681) 229-7220.

Please pray for Fr. Roy for a restful visit with his family and a safe trip back to St. Matthew Parish.

January Birthdays: Ray Matura 1/8; Judy Browning 1/26

Please Pray for: Ash Family, Viki Workman, Lisa Green, The Family of Danny Richardson, Roy
Enrico, Greg Milhoan; Bill Soulsby, Chase Smith, Shirley Livingston, Carl Mann, Jaycey Pittman, Greg
Roush, Stephanie Sexton, Perry Estep, Ryan Park, Sharon Gardner, Ruth Angle, Beth Brannon, Doma
Hern, Jean Henderson, Robert Bosworth, Stephanie McCausland, Matilda Dillard, Lawana Smith,
Shawn Ross, Ray Matura.
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