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Feast of the Presentation of the Lord

Mary and Joseph were faithful Jews who obeyed the Law of Moses. Jewish Law prescribed that two ritual acts needed to take place for
a firstborn son. First, the mother of a newborn son was ritually unclean for seven days, and then she was to “spend thirty-three more
days in a state of blood purity” (Leviticus 12:2—8). During these forty days she was not to “touch anything sacred nor enter the
sanctuary till the days of her purification are fulfilled.” For this reason, today’s feast has at times been called the “Purification of
Mary.” Second, the father of the firstborn son was to “redeem” the child by making an offering to the priest of five shekels so that the
priest would then present the child to the Lord (see Numbers 18:16). Recall that the firstborn male of all the Egyptians, animals and
children, was killed during the tenth plague, but the firstborn males of the Israelites were spared. Thus, this offering made for the
firstborn son in the Temple was a way of ritually redeeming him in commemoration of protection during that plague. Since Jesus was
presented in the Temple for this redemption, today’s feast is now referred to as the “Presentation in the Temple.”

“Candlemass” is also a traditional name given to today’s feast because as early as the fifth century, the custom of celebrating this feast
with lighted candles had developed. The lit candles symbolized Simeon’s prophecy that Jesus would be “a light for revelation to the
Gentiles.” Lastly, this Feast has been referred to as the “Feast of the Holy Encounter” because God, in the Person of Jesus, encountered
Simeon and Anna in the Temple.

Today’s feast is celebrated in our Church forty days after Christmas, marking the day that Mary and Joseph would have brought Jesus
into the Temple. Though Mary was pure and free from sin from the moment of her conception, and though the Son of God did not need
to be redeemed, Mary and Joseph fulfilled these ritual obligations.

At the heart of this celebration is the encounter of Simeon and Anna with the Christ Child in the Temple. It is in that holy encounter
that Jesus’ divinity is manifested by a human prophet for the first time. At His birth, the angels proclaimed His divinity to the
shepherds, but in the Temple, Simeon was the first to understand and proclaim Jesus as the Savior of the World. He also prophesied
that this salvation would be accomplished by a sword of sorrow that would pierce the Immaculate Heart of Mary. Anna, a prophetess,
also came forward and “gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were awaiting the redemption of Jerusalem” (Luke
2:38). Thus, these ritual acts were also a moment in which Jesus’ divine mission was made manifest to the world.

As we celebrate Mary’s ritual purification and Jesus’ ritual redemption, we should see them as acts in which we are called to
participate. First, each of us is unworthy of entering the true Temple of the Lord in Heaven. Yet we are invited to enter that Temple in
union with Mary, our Blessed Mother. It was her consent to the will of God that opened the door of God’s grace to us all, enabling us to
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spiritually become Jesus’ “mother” by allowing Him to be born in our hearts by grace. With her, we are now able to appear before

God, purified and holy in His sight.

We must also see Saint Joseph redeeming us as he presented Jesus in the Temple. In offering Christ Jesus to the priest to offer Him to
the Father, Saint Joseph also presents all who strive to live in union with Jesus. The hope is that, like Simeon and Anna, others will see
God alive within us and experience the Savior of the World through us.

Ponder, today, your soul being the new temple of the Lord, and acknowledge your need to be purified and offered to the Father in
Heaven. As Christ continues to enter into the temple of your soul, pray that He will shine forth for others to see so that, like Simeon and
Anna, they will encounter our Lord within you.

Prayer: My saving Lord, Your loving parents offered You to Your Father in the Temple in accordance with the Law You revealed to Moses.
In that offering, our souls are purified and we are offered to Your Father with You. I thank You for the gift of salvation and pray that my
soul will always radiate Your light as You dwell within me. Jesus, I trust in You.

This Week
T Saturday, January 31: Confession 4:30PM; Vigil Mass 5:30PM; Int. For all our Parishioners

T Sunday, February 1: Mass 9:00AM; Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time; Int. For unity among all
Christians.

T Monday, February 2: Noon Communion Service

T Tuesday, February 3: Noon Communion Service

T Wednesday, February 4: Noon Communion Service
T Thursday, February 5: Noon Communion Service

T Friday, February 6: Noon Communion Service

T First Friday February 6: 6:00PM; Benediction and Adoration

T Saturday, February 7: Confession 4:30PM; Vigil Mass 5:30PM; Int. For all our Parishioners

T Sunday, February 8: Mass 9:00AM; Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time; Int. For all the sick and the shut
ins

Saturday, February 7, 2026
Reader: Karen Cady
Eucharistic Ministers: Teresa Ashley & Ina Morrell

Sunday, February 8, 2026
Readers: Tammy & Randy Spangler
Eucharistic Ministers: Sherry Farkosh & Michelle Heatherington

Hospitality February 8, 2026
Sally Hildebrand

Offertory for January 25, 2026
Collection: $1550. Attendance: 73

To report an incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact WV Child
Protective Services at 800.352.6513. To report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please
tact one of the bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr.
Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504


https://ref.ly/Lev%2012.2%E2%80%938;rsvce?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Num%2018.16;rsvce?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Luke%202.38;rsvce?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Luke%202.38;rsvce?t=biblia
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Prayer List : Ina Morrell, Chester McClellan, Joe Hermsdorpher, Boo Hartley, Pete Westenhaver, Richard & Kate
Douglas, Sharyn Sims, Emily, Bobbie Chubb, Jim Hormsdorpher, Michael Kiser, Keaton Patterson, Ed Taylor, Norma
Maurer, Brady Rake, Gordon Maurer, Tanya Ball, Mike Dunlap, Malori Bailes, Katie Romeo, Josie Morris, Shirley
Livingston, Debbie Gump, R.R., Gale Tribbett, Barb White, Brittany Cottrell, Debbie Mullins, Beverlee Wilson, Billy
Cox, Brian Cox, Melissa Holsinger, Allie Romeo, Ruth Sergeant, Pam Casto, Debbie Romeo, Rochie &Kathryn Pendley,
Millie Jaggard, Jim Jaggard, Roberta Striga, Carol Woody, Ralph Parsons, Terry Parsons, Toni Burks, Lois Shreve,
Holly McCoy, Benny Hunt, Vanessa Sawyer, Breanna Sawyer, Kevin Donahue, Robert Patterson, Dr. Alberto A.
Fernandez, David Harris, Vincent Vespucci, Jason Price, Stanley Garten, Bill Stephens, Rick Petry, Baylen Evans,
Malinda McNabb, Larry Vansickle, Richard Buckley, Allie Kramer, Vince Jiovannazzo, Gina Daviau, Michael Hughes,
Devin Colahan, Bryan Thompson, Jeananne Tribbet, Luke Liggett, Betty Collins, Stephanie Milikaia, George Malone,
Steve Sommerville, Ray Vannest, Axel, Devin Colahan, Lois Raferty, Jacob Morton, TC Johnson, Dax Austin, Gary
Gwisdalla, Inkey Arose. George Puskas, Jackson Parker, Amanda Taylor, Sierra Butler, Susan Johnson, Angela Kelly,
Steve Hunt, Mika Martin, Martha Moran, Charles and Gail Parks, Melanie Johnson, Marife Daily, Kitty Deschapelles,
Fanie Vannest, Steve &Vida Perrine, Julian Perrine, Cindy Crocket, Barbara Rutan, and all the sick of our parish, and all
the Poor Souls in Purgatory.

February Birthdays: Cameron Maurer 2/2, Terry Parson 2/3, Karen Cady 2/7, Annie Hunt 2/12, James Afflitto
2/17, Tammy Spangler 2/18, Craig Swann 2/20, Randy Spangler 2/23, Mike Turkaly 2/26, Chris Hupp 2/28, Rick
Corcovilos 2/28.

February Anniversaries: None listed

Intention for Month of February: For children with incurable diseases. Let us pray that children suffering from
incurable diseases and their families receive the necessary medical care and support, never losing strength and
hope.

Pope Leo XIV@Pontifax: I encourage you to join my World Prayer Network, which unites diverse cultures,
languages, and charisms in the common mission. I especially invite young people to take part, so that they may
form the next generation of intercessors for the needs of the whole world.

Announcements

e Thank you to Fr. Bill for celebrating with us this past month.
e Contribution envelopes are ready for pickup in the vestibule.
e Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers and Hospitality schedules are on the board in the vestibule.

e The Ladies Guild will meet after Mass on Feb. 8.

e The Knights of Columbus will meet on Monday Feb. 9 at 6:30PM for the Rosary followed
by their meeting.

e A REMINDER: When you adjust the temperature in the hall do not exceed 72 degrees
please and when you leave remember to push the LEAVE button.

Mark your calendar for Saturday Feb. 14th. It’s the annual Ladies Guild Dinner and Dance after
the 5:30PM Mass to thank all our parishioners for what you have done for our parish both
financially and by volunteering. There will be games, prizes, a DJ and a soups provided by the
Ladies Guild. There will be a sign-up sheet in the vestibule for those who wish to help out with
appetizers, salad and dessert. Come and enjoy a fun evening of food and fellowship.

Michael Sayre is planning to attend the 2026 Boy Scout National Jamboree in July. The event only
occurs once every three years at the Summot Bechtel Reserve near Beckley, WV. The two week
camping experience is attended by Scouts from all over the country. The cost is $1950. Michael
wants to raise part of the money himself to pay for his trip. He wants to do odd jobs around the
county. Raking leaves, shovel snow, mow grass, carry heavy loads, wash dogs and any other odd
jobs you may need done. Call him at 304-440-0100 or Catherine Sayre at 304-512-9151.

Have you experienced the loss of a loved one? Please join Father Roy and Deacon John for a five
week bereavment experience called “Grieving with Great Hope”. Join with others who have
suffered loss as we learn together in the love of Christ how to grieve with great hope. Sign up sheet
and more information in the vestibule.

Please pray for Fr. Roy to have a safe safe trip as he travels back to us this week.

The Knights and Ladies Guild will pray the Rosary every Wednesday at 6:00PM. All are welcome
to come and join in prayer.

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston’s Evangelization Plan is now available. Check your email or
visit the parish website for detailed information. The Plan focuses on: Formation, Infrastructure,
and Parish Renewal. Please continue to pray for our parish, the diocese, and the success of this
plan as we commit to Christ’s Great Commission to go make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Check your email or visit
https://dwc.org/06-03-25-diocese-of-wheeling-charleston-releases-a-new-evangelization-plan/ for
more information regarding the Evangelization Plan.
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