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Weekend Mass Schedule 

Saturday, 5:30PM STM 

Sunday, 9:00AM STM 

Sunday: 11:15AM SH 

 

Daily Mass Schedule 

Tuesday -Friday 9:00AM STM 

 

Eucharistic Adoration 

Thursday Morning 8:30AM STM 

First Friday of the Month 6:00PM STM 

 

Confession Schedule 

Saturday, 4:30-5:15 PM 

All other days, 15 minutes prior to Mass or by 

appointment. 

 

Administrator: 

Fr. Rayappa (Roy) Kurakula 

304-905-2367 
 

Secretary: 

Cathy Engle (304-532-2451) 

 

Asst. Secretary: 

Sally Hildebrand (304-514-9002) 

 

Email: stmatthewravens@gmail.com 

Web Page: https://stmatthewswv.org/ 

 

Office Hours – Tuesday and Thursday 10:00AM. to 

2:00PM. (304-273-2175) 

 

Contact Numbers 

Deacon John Butler  

304-531-2196 

jbutler@dwc.org 
 

Director of Religious Ed:        

Tammy Spangler 304-532-9311 
 

Accompanist: 

Barbara White 
 

Prayer Ministry:  

Cathy Engle (304)532-2451 

 

Knights of Columbus 

Frank Nester Grand Knight 304-273-2022 

In case of a Sacramental Emergency please call Fr. Roy: 304-905-2367 Deacon John  

Butler: 304-531-2196; Cathy 304-532-2451 or Sally 304-514-9002 

 

Schedule for the Parish Hall 

EVERY THURSDAY 6:30pm Initiation Ministry (OCIA) 

Feb. 8, Ladies Guild after Mass 

Feb. 9, 6:30PM Knights Meeting 

Feb. 10, 6:30PM: Finance Council 

Feb. 13, 8:00AM-3:00PM Jackson Co. BOE 

Feb. 13, 6:00PM: Parish Council 

Feb. 14 After 5:30 Mass, Valentine Dinner and Dance 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time, February 1, 2026 

 

In many Middle Eastern cultures, guests are offered far more food than they can 

consume. Families regard visitors as honored guests, according to them the privileges 

of members of the family. Just remember Abraham, who invited his visitors to a meal 

of more than 60 pounds of beef and about the same amount of bread. We hope that 

Sarah offered them enough milk to wash it all down! (Genesis 18:1-8)  Some people of 

modern cultures might be embarrassed by such extravagance, feeling that they have 

to reciprocate in kind, an attitude that would be insulting to the original host. Being a 

sumptuously entertained guest or receiving undeserved gifts can be a humbling 

experience. For some people, even expressing gratitude can be hard, it can make 

them feel out of control or incapable of providing for themselves.   

We might say that learning to receive is one underlying theme of today's readings. 

The beatitudes are very familiar, yet they're still puzzling and mysterious. When we 

come up against their reversal of normal expectations and measures of status, they 

are bewildering almost to the point that we might wonder if Matthew 

misremembered what Jesus said. But befuddlement opens a door into the mystery of 

God's ways.  When we feel like bragging, we might remember how Paul began his 

first letter to the Corinthians. He told them that not many of them were wise, 

powerful or noble. Nope, instead they were foolish, weak, lowly, despised and maybe 

considered irrelevant. Wouldn't that be a great list to put on your résumé? But think 

about it. Paul's list echoes what Jesus called blessings. If we want to begin to 

understand the beatitudes, the best way would be to see how Jesus' life reflected 

them. He said, "Blessed are the poor in spirit." The word Matthew used for "poor," 

designates someone cringing or begging. That is someone who, as Paul said of Christ, 

does not grasp at equality with God, but is obedient, empty of egoism. For Jesus, 

poverty of spirit had nothing to do with self-denigration. In his life, poverty of spirit 

sustained the relationship with the Father that allowed Jesus to be the channel of 

God's lavish love. Having nothing to prove for himself freed him to keep growing in 

unity with the Father and that relationship led him to announce and fulfill the 

Father's hopes for creation.  Jesus' union with God impelled him to mourn with God 

over anything that prevented human flourishing. He mourned with the widows and 

mothers who lost children, he mourned the death of a friend, he mourned the 

conditions that caused dehumanizing poverty. In union with God, he lived in constant 

vulnerability, grieving with any and all who suffered.  This mourning simultaneously 

expressed a hunger, an insatiable desire for justice or righteousness. Another word 

for such an attitude is meekness: the ability to endure with an even temper, to be 

tender and remain free from haughty self-sufficiency.  Because he had no need for 

defensiveness or self-righteousness, Jesus could express the mercy that springs from 

purity of heart. His consecration to the Father's will not only set his personal agenda 

but oriented his approach to others. He never needed to blame anyone, but only to 

encourage others to become all God made them capable of being.  

Excerpt from the National Catholic Reporter by Sr. Mary M. McGlone 

Sunday, February 1: Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time; Mass 11:15AM; +Grandparents 

of Ray Matura, Req. by Ray Matura  

 

Wednesday February 4: Adoration and Communion Service 6:30PM 

 

Sunday February 8: Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time; Mass 11:15AM; +Charlie Towner, 

Req by: Charles & Caitlin Towner 

 

January 25, 2026: Church cancelled  

                                                                               

                                                                      ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Thank you to Father Bill for celebrating with us this past month.  

 

• The Candlemas service planned for Monday, Feb. 2 has been cancelled. 

 

• Contribution envelopes are ready for pick-up in the back of the church. 

 

• There will be a 2026 Organizational Meeting on February 8 after Mass at Village Pizza. Join us to help plan 

upcoming events, fund raisers and the rumage sale. All parishioners are welcome. If the snow comes the 

meeting will be postponed. 

 

• Mark your calendar for Saturday Feb. 14th.  It’s the annual Ladies Guild Dinner and Dance after the 

5:30PM Mass at the Parish Hall at St. Matthews to thank all our parishioners for what you have done for 

our parish both financially and by volunteering.  There will be games, prizes, a DJ and a soups provided by  

the Ladies Guild.   Come and enjoy a fun evening of food and fellowship. 

 

• If you are interested in a participating in a Berevement Group please let Jenny Butler know (304-531-2123).  

We will be beginning one soon.  

 

• A program for Catholics suffering from addictions has been started in the Parkersburg area. Catholics in 

Recovery for the Mid-Ohio Valley holds weekly, general recovery meetings on Monday’s at 7pm in the St. 

Margaret Mary Catholic Church parish hall. For more information, please contact John B. at: 

CatholicInRecoveryMOV12@gmail.com or call (681) 229-7220. 

 

 

• Please pray for Fr. Roy for a restful visit with his family and a safe trip back to St. Matthew Parish. 

         

 

• February Birthdays:   Lauren Ott 2/23 

 

              
Please Pray for: Ash Family, Viki Workman, Lisa Green, The Family of Danny Richardson, Roy 

Enrico, Greg Milhoan; Bill Soulsby, Chase Smith, Shirley Livingston, Carl Mann, Jaycey Pittman, Greg 

Roush, Stephanie Sexton, Perry Estep, Ryan Park, Sharon Gardner, Ruth Angle, Beth Brannon, Doma 

Hern, Jean Henderson, Robert Bosworth, Stephanie McCausland, Matilda Dillard, Lawana Smith, 

Shawn Ross, Ray Matura.  
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